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An alumnus of the Center for Homeland Defense and
Security’s Executive Leaders Program is taking his
wealth of local-level emergency management
experience to the nation’s Capitol.
Richard Serino was confirmed Oct. 5 by the U.S.
Senate to be Deputy Administrator at the Federal
Emergency Management Agency, the organization’s
number two position.
FEMA is responsible for providing preparation and relief
in the face of natural or man-made disasters.
"I look forward to taking my years of local experience as
a first responder and in emergency management to the
federal level," Serino said. "As FEMA continues to move
forward in the coming years, we will need to work as a
team with state and local governments and the public to
meet the challenges that will face all of us."
Serino began his career 35 years ago in Boston as an Emergency Medical Technician. He rose through the ranks
with jobs of increasing responsibility until he was named chief of Emergency Services and Bureau Chief for the
Boston Public Health Commission in 1999. Serino has also received advanced education in government and
emergency management techniques from Harvard University’s Kennedy School of Government.
Serino participated in CHDS’ Executive Leaders Program, completing it in May 2007. He said the ability to work with
varied stakeholders was an approach nurtured by attending the ELP program.
"Working with varied entities – both public and private, public health and public safety, emergency management and
academia was one of the benefits of attending the program," he said. "It’s exciting and I look forward to bringing the
sum of all my experience and education to this new position."
CHDS Director Glen Woodbury said Serino’s background sets a strong foundation for his new role.
"Rich knows well the experience of first-responders on the ground and that will be useful in his leadership post at
FEMA," Woodbury said. "He has the well-honed critical thinking skills to meet both the challenges and the
opportunities he is sure to encounter. He certainly exhibited those skills while a student in our Executive Leaders
Program, and I am sure that will be the case as he takes his new position in Washington. We wish him the best."
President Barack Obama nominated Serino for the position in July. On Sept. 29, Serino was approved by the Senate
Homeland Security and Government Affairs Committee by unanimous voice vote.
In supporting the nomination, Sen. Joseph Lieberman, I-Conn., cited Serino’s track record in Boston.
"Chief Serino has an extraordinary record and will be a great complement to FEMA Director Craig Fugate,"
Lieberman said in a written statement. "He has experience on the front lines of large-scale events and particularly
timely is his work as Assistant Director of the Boston Public Health Commission, where he has overseen
preparedness efforts for the H1N1 influenza. I hope he is confirmed quickly."
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In taking a slot with FEMA, Serino joins two other ELP classmates now working for the agency. David Kaufman
began a stint on Sept. 2 as FEMA Director of the Office of Policy and Program Analysis. Timothy Manning Tim
Manning is the Deputy Administrator of the National Preparedness Directorate (NPD) at the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA).
The Executive Leaders Program is one of a cadre of graduate education programs and resources offered at CHDS
on the grounds of the Naval Postgraduate School. Professionals from government and the private sector come to
the campus on Monterey, Calif., for four one-week sessions on emerging issues in homeland security.
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